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CAPT. UNDERWOOD'S BATTERY HAS DONE EXCELLENT WORK.

|

& OUR MINIATURE WAR NOW BEING WAGE

N these tlu\- of gigantic conflicts many
[ things Immmn and pass unnoticed which

in more normal
stir.  Thus there may be Instanced
the state of affairs in Hayti, where the United
States has had a nice little war on its hands
for the better part of five months, and where
onee more the marines have done well the work
ent ont for them.

times would possibly

cretile A

Hrief items In the newspapers have recorded
skirmishes between the American sea soldlers
and the revolutionary natives, and occaslonally

n somewhht censored cable despatch has brought

news of losses and wounds among the Ameri-

cans; but the general public hasx had only an

inkling of what has been the task of the marines
in Haytl and the price that the corps has pald.
Recently a battleship came north from the scene
of trouble and out of a total guarl of fifty
marines 20 per cent. were more or less ser-
fously marked by Ha)Mtian bullets.

As will be remembered, on July 27 last
Guillaume, then President of Haytl, was as-
sassinated by some of the revolutionary element
il within twenty-four hours the United States
eruiser squadron in the West Indies landed a
force of marines and suilors at Port au Prince
and Cape Haytlen. The force of marines con-
sisted] of the Twelfth Company and the marine
detachment of the Washington, and this was re-
enforesl o day later by the Twenty-fourth Com-
pany from Guantaname, Cuba, making a total
of 240 sea soldlers On Jduly 30 500 more
murines were hurried to Haytl on the Connecti-
cut, bt as conditions gatherad gravity it was
appurent that a lurger force was necded,

vecordingly, the Tenuesses was  fitted  out
with an expeditionary  foree, and ander the

commund of Col. Littleton W, T, Waller, U.
SOM. L, these 2,000 marines were on the spot
and vedy for fleld service by August 15. The
fizhting squipment was luter angwented by the

Artillery Rattallon, (‘nn'li‘lﬂlllt of three com-
panies with an enlisted strength of 318 men and
armed with twelve three lnch landing guns and
two 4.7 inch heavy field guns, Among these
was Underwood’s DBattery, commanded by Capt.
Robert 0. Underwood, which has made a par-
ticularly conspicuous record for itself,

The marines were distributed so as to control
strategic Imhlﬂv«. and command was thus as-
sumed at the ports of Cape Haytien, Port
de I'alx, Gonalves, 8t. Mare, Port an
Prince, Petit Goave, Miragoang, Jeremie, les
Cayes and Jacmel. In thelr prompt arrival upon
the scene, thelr immediate fitness and the way
the sea soldiers measured up to the tasks set
them in a tropical climate are fresh proofs of
the value of this fine body of fighting men. Otfi-
clally this Is what the Secretary of the Navy
has reported regarding the battle services of the
marines in Hayti:

““Control was effected of all the above citles
without encountering any sustalned resistance.
The Cacos in the neighborhood of Cape Haytien
and Gonalves, however, have heen more or less
openly hostile and have attempted to prevent
supplies from reaching any of these citles.

“In an effort to permit the free access of sup-
plies it has been necessary for the American
forces to come o occeasional conflict with the
Cacos, aid during these conflicts several Amer-
leans have bheen Killed, and there have been some
custalties among the Cacos. The American
forces have at no time taken offensive action
acainst any of the Haytlans and have only re-
turnes] the tire of attacking forces."

Iut o more enlightening account, with touches
of loenl color, Is glven by a private of marines
in a letter home,

“No trouble of any kind until September 26,
when a sketehing party was fired on by the
rebels, and then we had a skirmish, ten men
belng wounded, two of them being members of
my company,” he writes, At the time I amd
twenty-twao other men of my company were on
detached duty, serving with the Eleventh Com-
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Hooker.  In this
lost bt tifty Killed sl

pany, under commuand of Capt,
argument the “spigs’
muny more woutided,

“Back to camp abont 8 o'clock that evening,
und as it was Sunday we hid our chicken dinner
for supper. Up at 4:45 next morning and on
onr way by 6, tnking the 3 inch field piece and
all availlable machine guns, we arrived at noon
at a <mall town used by the rebels as a gather-
ing place,  But they did not understand our
style of fighting and only a few shots were fired
at us.  Col. Cole and staff ‘chewed the fat' with
some of the rebel chiefs and most of them
agreed to lay down their arms.  You should
have seen the natives scatter when we tralned
one of the 3 inch guns on the town!

“A couple of days later a train was made up
and =ent to Grande Riviere, about elghteen
miles from here, for coffee, and had carried a
guard of marines, I being one of them, On the
return trip we picked up over a thousaml ser-
viceable rifles, mostly French make, and of 45
ealibre.

“We et one of onre hig traeks returning with
g larze load of rifles, ammuamtion amnd one old
spanish cannon.  The track has sinee made sev-
eral trips, bringing in an average of 200 rifles
to the load. Things look pretty quiet now, but
there is no telling when trouble may break out
again.”

The Island of Haytl is physically rugged, but
nature has coversd it with an abundant mantle
of tropical vegetation, These circumstances
combined have lent themselves pecullarly te the
guerrilla type of warfare that the natives have
found most effective for thelr purpose of resist-
ance, and, incldentally, the problem of the ma-
rines has been made a 1'urn's|u-|11illlgl_\' ditticult
one.  But the sea soldiers have met the =itua-
tion with charncteristic resourcefulness, and
while some of thelr military expedients have
not heen of the strictly orthodox order, still
they have answeread admirably in measuring
force with the wily Cacos.

Sowe of the men sent to Hayrl were recrults

HAYTI <

from the depot at Norfolk, and there is a good
denl of the humanly interesting In the wiay they
hehnved when they learned that they were to be
desputched for active service amd with the Pros-
et of n possible scrap, In the bargain, One of
the corporals at the Norfolk depot has deseribsd
the oecasion:

“The men were excesdingly happy that they
were through with their training period and
were at last being tarned over for active duty,
It was renlly interesting to wateh the men
Iddividuoally, Every minute they could snateh
for themselves was nsedd for writing o few Hnes
home to the folks, letting them know of their
stidden and weleome transfer.  Here and there
You could see a few of them saying goml-by to
thelr less fortunate friends who wepe
of the junior companies,  Surely, as far as
these junior companles were concernsl, every
memver of the detail was alremdy a hero,

AL taps that nizht everybody tarned in fully
prepured to fall ont on g moment's notice, At
10:45 1" M. word was receivesd that the
necticut had arrived  in Hampton
was walting for the detail Quietly the
Py went throngh
streets from tent to tent,

members

Con-
todds  and
co-
the compuny
telling their men to
et ready as quickly aml noiselessly as possible,
Searcely ten minutes had passed before every
man of the detail was ready and had taken his
proper place in ranks, and so quiet had they
been that the men in the next company streets
did not know they had left uutil they discovered
the deserted tents in the morning. '

It was not long before news was flushed back
to the United States that the marines had ar-
rived and were landed and that the situation
was well in hand,  Col, Waller is an old cam-
paigner, and his tactfuluess even more than the
exercise of foree has done a deal toward calm-
ing Hayti's political turmoil; but the fact that
the marines are still exposed to danger there
and have not vet Iu-.-'u withdrawn is the best
evidence of woise uvoidwl by their in-
stanut readiness when the call for thew came.
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CAMP OF
THE UNITED
STATES
MARINE
CORPS IN

HAYTI.

TROOPS INDULGE IN BATTLE PRACTICE IN LIEU OF REAL FIGHTING.
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